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How fo access the gu'\de:

e In print: Hard copies are
available at community
locations.

Armed Forces Covenant Guide

e Online: It is available as an e-
book and an online directory.
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Armmed Forces Covenant Guide

The official guide is the North
Yorkshire and City of York Armed
Forces Covenant Guide 2025/26, a
joint publication by North
Yorkshire Council, City of York
Council, and the York and North
Yorkshire Combined Authority,
available both online and in print.

It serves as a comprehensive
resource for service members,
veterans, and their families,
offering information on health,
mental health, housing, education,
and employment, along with
contact details for relevant
charities.

What does the guide covers?

Health & Wellbeing
Education & Employment
Housing and benefits
Charity contact details

The guide is part of the councils'’
commitment under the Armed
Forces Covenant to ensure fair
access to services.

For more information scan the QR
code or visit the website in the
image below.

North Yorkshire and City of York
Armed Forces Online Directory

North Yorkshire Council and City of York Council are proud to be supporting this
directory of support organisations, charities and businesses. The aim is to have
acentral database to help the Armed Forces personnel have easy access to key
organisations across Yorkshire.

The directory works on all devices with a browser including mobile, tablets, =3 [=]
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CELEBRATING

FORCES FAMILIES

AWARDS

\/\/hy do armed forces families need "cé\ebmﬂng?
2026 Awards

Armed forces families play a crucial, often unseen role in supporting service members and the broader forces
community. Their sacrifices are significant: frequent relocations, long periods of separation, and the constant challenge
of adapting to the uncertainties and stresses of military life.

These families demonstrate resilience and s’rrength whilst mam’ram\ng s’rab\l'\’ry at home while their loved ones are
away. The Celebmﬂng Forces Families Awards acknow\edges their dedication, the emotional and pmcﬂca\ hardsh\ps ’rhe\/
endure, and their contribution to our commun'n‘\/.

We also aim to gain a greater public understanding and appreciation of the militarys human dimension beyond
uniformed personnel. Recognising these families promotes a sense of belonging and support within the community,
reinforcing the important role they play.
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Celebrating the Heart Behind

% the Uniform >

Through heartfelt events and shared stories, we
recognise their sacrifices and celebrate their . : i
resilience o) Y
Join our missien te henour the families of our Armed THER
Forces! / X
Nominate a deserving family member or organisation to
recognise their dedication and Support to the Armed Forces
Families.

* Share their inspiring stories to spread gratitude and LS
; i w,ﬁ @
awareness, via our podcast and news. f

* Volunteer, donate, or spread the word # ‘ ; V. %&%}¢£
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https://www.celebratingforcesfamilies.co.uk/awards-categories
https://www.celebratingforcesfamilies.co.uk/awards-categories
https://www.celebratingforcesfamilies.co.uk/awards-categories
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Celebrating the Heart Behind
*  the Uniform >

Through heartfelt events and shared stories, we
recognise their sacrifices and celebrate their

Are you a Veteran or partner of a Veteran?
Would you like to know more about a
career in childecare?

Join our m:

* MNominate

recognise their dedication and Support to the Armed Forces
Families.

Find Cut More

OT551 441637 [ 01824 730543
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'*' Share their inspiring

AWareness

* Volunteer, donate, or spread the word

www.houndsforheroes.com
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FOR ALL INTERNATIONAL
LOCATION INFORMATION

* Are you considering "taking
off onan 5 posting?

= Drhawe you already
Tanded on an
overseas assignement?

Living in Service Family
Accommodation?
Facing issues at home?

www internatioaalHIVE blogspot com - e

GIVE UsS TIME 2
WELFARE UPDATE J
WINTER 2025 GIVE US T

Tell your GP practice if you've ever
the UK Armed Forces.
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Share Youyr Exper'\ences

Are you serving overseas or have you
returned from an overseas assignment
in the past 12 months? If so, we need
the benefit of your experience.

The Fam Feds are designing a new tri-
Service digital portal to support
personnel and families overseas and
we're looking for volunteers for
informal interviews.
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Pr‘\mary School Aged Children's Overseas Allowance
- Launchmg danuar\/ 2026.

Primary School Aged Childcare Overseas (PSACO)
Allowance to launch in January 2026. PSACO is the
final phase of the Wraparound Childcare (WAC)
Scheme, providing a reimbursement for the costs
of before and after school childcare in overseas
locations where WAC eligibility criteria cannot be
met due to local rules and regulations or because
Tax-Free Childcare (TFC) accounts are not available.
The launch of the PSACO Allowance means eligible
Service families will have access to before and after
school childcare funding in all overseas locations.
PSACO eligibility criteria and guidance will be
added to the Discover my Benefits from January
2026.

OVERSEAS
ALLOWANCE
i

Defense Hous’mg

An amazing 6,000 of you answered our call back in
June to take part in a questionnaire to shape the
future of military housing. The results are in and
they've already influenced the new Defence
Housing Strategy.

They showed:

Almost 70 per cent of you prefer living in military-
only communities.

Upgraded kitchens, bathrooms and thermal
efficiency are top priorities for improving current
SFA.

SFA for married couples, civil partnerships, and
personnel with children, regardless of marital
status is a priority.
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INTERNATIONAL
COMPETITION

Never Swch [nuocence
[whernational Compelition
?‘aw’ﬁre} , At gw'rgwr&‘ﬁmﬁ
26/09/2025 —27/02/2026

Opem.q‘v 7-78 pear olols
WORLDWIDE

EXPLORE DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES OF WAR AND CONFLICT, IMAGINING
WHAT IT MIGHT FEEL LIKE TO WALK IN SOMEONE ELSE'S SHOES.

SEND YOUR VOICE ACROSS BORDERS, REFLECT ON POWERFUL STORIES
& HELP BUILD EMPATHY AROUND THE WORLD.

Okiaas



https://www.neversuchinnocence.com/competition-rules

Ca\\'\ng all
young peoP\e.

Youy voice

mattersl!

hours at school or pre-school settings, so
n r n I parents and carers who can support a child's
learning will give them a real advantage. Family

Family
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Are you aged £-18 and have a parent

" serving in the military? @
L] @

we want to hear from you'

Qhat is it about?
Help us understand your

experiences of growing up in a
military family.

s @ Age

s |
i A ™ Just complete a shert enline survey (10-
(3 a5
@ _ﬂ? | ™ 15 minutes). Allanswers are private!

— ; v_h.-. Secan your age group QA code for more
| ™ information and to toke part.!

Free Courses for Parents,
Grandparents and Carers

Children spend less than 20% of their waking

Learning courses and workshops help you to
give your child that head start.

Many courses have a free créche available, led
by highly experienced, qualified staff.

Many of our learners have gone on to volunteer
and work in schools and early years settings,
along with a host of other jobs. Others do it just
for fun and to see the friends they've made

along the way.
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Scan QR code or click %’;‘f&"‘
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https://yorklearning.org.uk/family-learning/
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Family Information Service

You are invited to a FREE Family Hubs

L+ d”' L+
4 Chrigtmag party 4
Free mince pies, hot drinks, festive crafts

AND presents from Santa!

Drop in!
Wed 3 Dec Tue 9 Dec
Hob Moor 2 The Avenues
Family Hub Family Hub
Y024 4PS p " YO31 0UT

10am - 11:30am 10am - 11:30am
Wed 17 Dec
) ¢ SEND Central
Clifton Family Hub

> o® YO30 6JA
10am - 11:30am

For more info contact
York Family Information Service
fis@york.gov.uk / 01904 554444

\ L/
333 Raise York We’re proud to be a Raise York partner
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little-vikings.co.uk
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Scan the
o ¢ QR codes
o to find out
— more.



https://little-vikings.co.uk/christmas-york/
https://www.york360.co.uk/whats-on/december
https://www.visityork.org/christmas

Da\/s Out Passes

Please note that these passes are for military personnel and their families.
Spouses and partners will have to provide details of their serving partner when
booking passes.

Passes for Flamingoland, Piglets, York Minster and Dalby Forest.

Passes for Piglets can be booked and signed for from the Queen Elizabeth
Barracks guardroom on 01904 442864. Each pass admits 2 adults and 2
children and are free to book.

Passes for York Minster can also be booked by contacting the guardroom.
Please remember to return your pass after use.

Flamingoland passes can be booked through 2 Med Gp by contacting
maree.ashford166@mod.gov.uk. They have 8 passes and each pass costs £5.

Dalby Forest parking passes can now be also booked via 2 Med Gp using the
same e-mail address. Each pass costs £5 which admits one car with up to 7
seats. This pass hormally costs £15.
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Service Families
Liaison Officer
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Hello everyone!

It's beginning to look a lot like Christmas! | hope you are enjoying what is
always a fun and busy term, filled with lots of excitement.

Anytime of the year is hard when our Serving person is away from home, but
Christmas is especially difficult. Together, let's spare a thought for those who

are separated from their loved ones over the festive period.

| would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very Merry Christmas!
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®) 07895 202551
@ rdixon@eboracademy
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